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Centre for the Study of Ancient Documents, Steliosloannou
School for Research in Classical and Byzantine Studies,

66 St Giles, Oxford, OX1 3LU
http://www.csad.ox.ac.uk/POxy/beast616.htm

The Other Number of the Beast: 616

P.Oxy. LVI 4499

The newest volume of Oxyrhynchus Papyri contains a
fragmentary papyrus of Revelation which is the earliest known
witness to some sections (late third / early fourth century). A
detailed discussion of its place in the MS tradition 1s given in
the printed volume. You will find images at 150dpi and 300dp1
in the papyri section of this site, accessible from the main
menu.

One feature of particular interest is the number that this
papyrus assigns to the Beast: 616, rather than the usual 666.
(665 1s also found.) We knew that this variant existed: Irenacus
cites (and refutes) it. But this is the earliest instance that has so
far been found. The number — chi, iota, stigma
(hexakosiaideka hex) — is in the third line of the fragment
shown below. But why does 1t matter what the number 1s? For
that, we have to turn to ancient Greek 1deas
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One feature of particular interest is the number that this
papyrus assigns to the Beast: 616, rather than the usual 666.
(665 1s also found.) We knew that this variant existed: Irenacus
cites (and refutes) it. But this is the earliest instance

that has so far been found. The number — chi, 1ota, stigma
(hexakosiai deka hex) — 1s 1n the third line of the fragment
shown below. But why does it matter what the number is? For
that, we have to turn to ancient Greek 1deas
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Formed like H8163; rough;
{Seir} a mountain of Idumaea and its aboriginal {occupants} also
one in Palestine: - Seir
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