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“Family Ties

Our ancestors had already ventured out of Africa 1.8
million years ago—and settled in the republic of Georgia.

The skull of this old man is humanlike but small, but the
remarkable feature is the mouth. Not only are there no
teeth, but nearly all the sockets are smooth, filled in by
bone that grew over the spaces.

The jaws look like two crescent moons. Although it's hard
to be sure of his age, 'it looks like he was maybe about
40, and the bone regrowth shows he lived for a couple of
years after his teeth fell out,' says Professor
Lordkipanidze. This is really incredible.' How did the
toothless old man survive, unable to chew his food?
Maybe his companions helped him, says Lordkipanidze.
If so, those toothless jaws might

testify to something like compassion, stunningly early in
human evolution.”
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Fischman (2005). Family Ties. National Geographic
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Figure 5.

systems, and archaco-

logical sues around the Arabo Persian Gulf basin during the Late Pleis-
tocene and Early Holocene. The position of the shoreline during these
intervals is based on Lambeck (1996, fig. 7), and the drainage channels
are taken from Zarins (1998, fig. 1). Sources for archacological site dis-
tributions: Carter (2006, forthcoming); Charpentier (2008); Conard et
al. (2005); Kapel (1967); Rosenberg (1985); Uerpmann, Potts, and Uerp-

mann (2009).

that a Neanderthal population was present in the northern
and central Zagros Mountains during the Late Pleistocene,
thousands of years after the earliest recorded modern human
expansion into the Levant (Mercier et al. 1993; Schwarcz et
al. 1988).

New data from southern Iran suggest some degree of re-
gional variation in terms of stone tool-making traditions.
“Middle Paleolithic” findspots from the southern Zagros in-
dude the basal stratum at Eshkaft-i-Gavi (13 in fig. 2; Ro-
senberg 1985; Scott and Marean 2009), the lowest archaco-
logical levels at Qaleh Bozi (11 in fig. 2), surface scatters
collected near Jahrom (15 in fig. 2; Piperno 1972), Bab Anar
(14in fig. 2; Dashtizadeh and Hossaini 2008), Jam-o-Riz Plain
(16 in fig. 2; Dashtizadeh 2009), and several recently recorded
findspots from the central provinces of Esfahan, Fars, and
Kohgiluyeh-Boyerahmad (Conard et al. 2005, 2006, 2007;
Ghasidian et al. 2006). Farther to the east, two assemblages

were reported by an expedition to the Makran coast in the
mid-1970s (Vita-Finzi and Copeland 1980). The geological
survey team, composed of nonspedialists, collected lithic ar-
tifacts at Konarak (18 in fig. 2) and Kuhestak (17 in fig. 2),
which they classified as “Middle Paleolithic” from the iden-
tification of Levallois cores and blanks. This material, however,
comes from surface scatters and should be treated cautiously.
The site of Qaleh Bozi is a complex of two rockshelters
and a cave overlooking the Zaiandeh Rud floodplain below
(Biglari et al. 2009). The “Middle Paleolithic™ assemblage
found within these deposits is fundamentally different from
the Mousterian of the northern Zagros. Excavators report the
predominant use of simplc. unidirectional blanks struck from
split cobbles, followed by discoids, globul Itiple platf
cores, and fagonnage reduction slralegncs Slnkmg plalforms
are for the most part unfaceted, and there is no evidence for
the use of the Levallois method. Bifacial tools, completely




